[image: image1.emf] 

Welcome to   Grade 1!  

[image: image2.emf] 

Welcome to   Grade 1!  

[image: image3.jpg]





Daily Items
All students must bring their backpack, folders, school supplies, healthy snack and a healthy lunch to class daily. If students wish to bring a toy or book from home to read or play with at recess, it must have the student’s name on it. This will prevent mix-ups and trades. Trading toys, books, food etc. is not allowed at school. It is recommended that students only bring in special toys and other special items on Fridays only for Show-and-Tell or when there is a class party.
Snack and Lunch Policy       
This year, our class is proud to implement the “Litter-Less Lunch Policy.”  All snacks and lunches must be sent in a reusable container and a reusable plastic or aluminum water bottle. This will allow students to implement an environmental-friendly program which will not only reduce the level of consumption in our school, but it will also reduce the overall level of consumption in our community. 

Every student should be mindful about their health from an early age and start practicing healthy eating habits. Healthy snacks such as fruits, vegetables, yogurt, applesauce, canned fruits, cheese, whole wheat muffins, granola bars, sandwiches, rice cakes, baked chips, etc. are strongly encouraged.
IFSD is a Nut-Free Zone. All snacks and lunches that are sent must be nut-free - if a student brings food items containing nuts then they may not be allowed to eat their food and the school will contact parents to drop off a new snack/lunch. Please note that Nutella has hazelnuts and therefore cannot be sent as a food item.
"Poem of the Week"

 This year, in lieu of a weekly spelling test, our class will instead be working on "Poem of the Week." Each week a new poem will be introduced and will have corresponding reading, spelling and writing tasks daily which will be assigned for homework. We will also explore the poem in class daily using a balanced literacy approach. Our daily review will expose students to new vocabulary in relevant context and will help improve their reading fluency and spelling.  On Fridays, our class will work in literacy centers which will highlight words from the poem that students have been exploring and engaging with all week. I am confident that this approach will be as effective as a weekly spelling test but in a much more fun, interactive and contextual way Insha'Allah. 
Homework Policy
In addition to daily poetry work, homework will be assigned approximately 2-3 times a week.  All homework and important reminders will be posted on our class website daily by 3:30pm. Please ensure that you are checking the homework on the class website daily. Homework completion is mandatory. Please offer help and support to your child if he or she is having difficulty completing the work. Students that do not complete their homework may be required to stay in class during recesses or afterschool until their work is complete. On days where no work has been assigned, please encourage your child to read for 20 minutes. In emergency situations where homework could not be completed a note from the parents will be required.
Tests and  Quizzes

Tests and quizzes may be administered during the middle and at the end of units. I will provide these dates on the monthly calendar and parents/students will have early notice. It is important that students complete all assigned work and review materials at home to receive a successful grade. Some tests and quizzes may need to be signed and returned to class. 
Communication Folder
Every student will receive a Communication Folder at the beginning of the school year. This will be my main source of communication with you. There are 2 components - "Keep at Home" and "Return to School." The "Keep at Home" pocket will have papers that can be kept at home and typically contain school letters, previously completed work and important information. The "Return to School" pocket will contain forms, permission slips and must be sent back to class.

Assessment Folder

Each student will be assigned an "Assessment Folder" which will be sent home approximately once a month. This folder will contain in-class assignments, tests, quizzes and other completed assessments that will be applied towards the report card. The folder must be signed and returned to school with all of the work remaining in the folder. A letter providing more information will be sent home soon.    

Class Website

Our class website can be accessed at: http://ifsgrade1.weebly.com/. On our class page you will find important information, resources and be able to view photos of student work. There are also several links to educational and age appropriate games that students may play at home. Please check this website regularly for additional important information.
Dismissal Time
Grade 1 dismissal time will be at 3:00  pm daily. All Grade 1 students will be brought downstairs by 3:00 pm and will wait by the front entrance. Parents must pick their child up by 3:15 pm. After 3:15 pm students who have not been picked up will be sent to the After-School Care program for which there is a daily charge. 



Assalam Alaikum Parents,��I hope you had a relaxing and fulfilling summer. I would like to extend a warm welcome to you to Grade 1! This will be my sixth year as a teacher and my third year teaching Grade 1 at Islamic Foundation School Durham. I am thrilled to be working with you all this year to help your children grow and succeed Insha'Allah.  ��September will be an exciting and packed month for us. We will begin the school year with ice-breakers, learning classroom rules, procedures, routines, completing diagnostic assessments and reviewing core concepts. This will ease students into their classroom transition and prepare them for the content they will learn throughout the year. This will also allow me to learn more about each student and their unique personalities, learning styles as well as academic strengths and weaknesses.��It is important that every student comes to class prepared with completed homework, a proper uniform, a healthy and litter-less snack/lunch and a water bottle daily. It is also important for students to have a breakfast every morning. This will allow them to have a productive start in the morning and be more alert during lessons and activities in class Insha'Allah.


�I will be uploading a newsletter and calendar on our class website (www.ifsgrade1.weebly.com) to keep you informed about important dates and strands that we will be covering in class. This will create regular on-going communication between the both of us. It is important that we both work collectively to enhance the learning experience and academic development of our students.��As per school policy, I am available to meet with you by appointment only. Parents having a concern regarding their child must first contact the teacher for an explanation or resolution. If the matter is not resolved, the Vice-Principal should be contacted. If the problem is still not resolved, only then should it be taken up with the Principal. Should you have any questions or concerns or would like to set up a meeting you can contact me directly at sabreenifs@gmail.com.  





Please kindly keep me updated on any health concerns, new allergies, and any major changes that your child may be experiencing. This will allow me to monitor him/her closely and make necessary accommodations if required. ��Jazak'Allah Khair for all your understanding and co-operation. I am excited to be working in Grade 1 during the new school year. My goal for this year is to help your child become an independent and responsible learner. I pray that this is a productive year filled with lots of fun, learning and success for our students InshaAllah. 





Please continue to read over the next page for detailed information on our classroom website, homework expectations, assessments as well as additional classroom and school policies. 


�Sincerely,


�Sr. Sabreen
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We’re on the Web!


See us at: Web site address





























